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The 5000 TEAM Mission Statement 
 
The mission of the 5000 TEAM is to restore, operate and 
maintain AT&SF Steam Locomotive 5000. 

 

 

Volume 1 – Issue 1 

www.railroadartifactpreservation.org 
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Welcome! 
 

This is the  first issue of the 50 HUNDRED TEAM NEWS .  Its purpose is to keep our members informed as well as 

entertained.  We will have news and information about everything that pertains to the 5000, such as steam restoration 

progress reports, current needs and future plans. 

We welcome all of our new members and look forward to developing lasting friendships with you.  Let us know what you 

like to do and how you want to participate in preserving and operating this magnificent steam locomotive.  We have a 

place for every members talents and expertise.  Above all, be SAFE, and HAVE FUN! 
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F u t u r e  P r o j e c t s  o f  t h e  
R a i l r o a d  A r t i f a c t   
P r e s e r v a t i o n  S o c i e t y  
 

 

Q u e e n ’ s  C r o s s i n g    S a n t a  F e   

     A New Mixed Use Development Celebrating The History Of    L o c o m o t i v e  
  AT&SF Steam Locomotive 5000 

     D e v e l o p m e n t   

    M u s e u m  

 

                 The Journey To Supreme Steam And Pioneer Diesels 
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Member  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  $23.96   Member Price 

The Railroad Artifact Preservation 

Society and Larry E. Brasher team 

up to bring you the first and only 

Pictorial History of Santa Fe 

Locomotive Development in 

chronological order. 

Retail $29.95 

This 169 page 11” x 8 1’2” B&W 

spiral bound book is a delightful 

and educational experience for 

any fan of the Santa Fe Railway. 

Please add $3.00 S&H USPS 

To Order: 
Make check payable to R.A.P.S. 
3440 Bell St. Suite 320 
Amarillo, TX. 79109 
 
Online Orders: 
railroadartifactpreservation.org 
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BACKGROUND 
 

In 1957, 5000 was placed next to the 

downtown Santa Fe Depot in an area referred 

to as Santa Fe Park.   The locomotive was on 

static display at the depot location until 

August 2005.   

 In 2002, Sam D. Teague of Amarillo 
founded the Railroad Artifact Preservation 
Society (RAPS) as a 501C3 non-profit Texas 
corporation.  The goal at the time was to house 
the locomotive inside a building, custom 
designed for the purpose of preserving and 
displaying the locomotive.  Since the 
locomotive was owned by the City of Amarillo, 
a contract was signed forming  
a partnership with the City to  
relocate the engine and restore its 
appearance. 
 

 

In order to preserve the locomotive, it had to be relocated to a new site.  The new site was acquired, and the locomotive was 

relocated in August 2005.  This event was filmed for the History Channel’s “Mega Movers” TV series.   

After the relocation, RAPS volunteers concentrated on the cosmetic restoration of the locomotive.  This restoration took three 

years and was completed in August of 2008 with financial support from many local businesses and individuals.  The volunteer efforts of 

RAPS saved the 5000 from being lost forever to deterioration from the elements.  Many Amarillo citizens and others have expressed deep 

gratitude to RAPS for their preservation efforts.  Now, we have the opportunity to restore 5000 to full steam operation! 
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An open letter from Larry E. 
Brasher 
 
 

Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway pioneer 2-10-4, 
Locomotive 5000, The Madame Queen, is on the road to 
operating under full power again!  The most historically 
significant preserved prototype of Atchison, Topeka & Santa  
Fe Railway supreme steam locomotive development is being 
completely refurbished and rebuilt to begin providing 
scheduled steam powered over the road passenger service. 
 

Locomotive 5000 was conceived as a technologically 
advanced state of the art working example of single coupled 
steam power brought to perfection. Originated in the fertile 
imaginations of Santa Fe Mechanical Department executives 
John Purcell, Charles T. Ripley and Harold H. Lanning in 1926, 
complete design parameters were sent to Baldwin Locomotive 
Works for building in 1928. After completion despite rigorous 
debate with Baldwin concerning newly required  
manufacturing improvements, the 5000 began regular high 
speed freight operations in 1930. As she demonstrated her 
demanding yet superior powers on the road, Santa Fe 
operating personnel christened her Madame Queen. Equally 
powerful 2-10-4s of the 5001 Class in 1938 and the war babies 
of 1944's 5011 Class followed. 
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After a quarter century of daily service she was retired in 1955. Fortunately escaping the scrapper, she was 
donated for static display to the city of Amarillo, Texas.  After years of benign neglect, Amarillo businessman Sam 
Teague, a visionary railfan blessed with foresight and using his own resources, began a decade's long effort to save her. 
Initially his goal was  moving her to a secure location open to public view, and completing a complete exterior 
refurbishment. Once those two goals were completed, she now stands clean and proud in a fenced park,  Sam embarked 
on the nearly impossible goal of seeing her operate again. The next and final step is now at hand. Sam Teague has nearly 
reached his ultimate goal. 
 

Sam is overseeing the total rebuilding to operational standards of the Santa Fe's pioneer supreme steam 
locomotive 5000, the Madame Queen. 
 

By bringing together and utilizing the man power and expertise of The International Brotherhood of Boilermakers, 
the donated services of asbestos removal provided by P&W Abatement of Amarillo, and the completely unfettered use of 
covered facilities, including heavy equipment handling, of Amarillo based Progress Rail Services, Sam has created a true 
"only in America" amalgam of individual private enterprise, organized labor and current manufacturing industry 
resources.  
 

Progress Rail Services is a wholly owned subsidiary of Caterpillar.  Caterpillar purchased Progress Rail Services for 
$1 Billion cash. The Progress Rail Services car shop in Amarillo, although quite large, is only a small part of the overall  
Progress Rail Services corporate picture.   
  

Progress Rail Services purchased EMD for $820 million in cash thus EMD is a wholly owned subsidiary of Progress 
Rail Services. Progress Rail Services now manufactures EMD SD70 locomotives with Caterpillar designed Diesel engines  
installed.  They compete with General Electric and produce both DC and AC versions. Progress Rail Services markets and 
sells their products worldwide and they have 110 facilities in the U.S. 
 

To encourage this historical effort, I ask you to sustain this endeavor by joining the 5000 Fifty Hundred Team. A 
new website is in work and will be announced shortly. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Larry E. Brasher 
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RESTORATION OF 5000 TO LIVE STEAM 

A ONCE IN A LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY IS HERE! 

 

           

 

 

 

 

joins 

 

FIFTY HUNDRED TEAM: 

 

Progress Rail is one of the largest integrated 
and diversified suppliers of railroad and transit 
system products and services in North America.  Their 
broad range of facilities includes locomotive upgrade 
and repair, railcar remanufacturing, rail welding, rail repair and replacement, signal design and installation, maintenance of way 
equipment, parts reclamation and recycling. Currently the company operates over 110 facilities in the United States, 28 in Mexico, 
four in Canada, and one in South America. 

  

     
 

 

http://www.progressrail.com/locations.asp
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RESTORATION OF 5000 TO LIVE STEAM 

A ONCE IN A LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY IS HERE! 

 

FIFTY HUNDRED TEAM invites the  

Boilermakers to help with steam 

restoration of 5000. 

 

Are you a Boilermaker?  If so, we 

would love to have your help with 

the steam restoration of 5000. 

 

Call 806-674-0472 

  

The International Brotherhood of 

Boilermakers is a diverse union 

representing workers throughout the 

United States and Canada in industrial 

construction, repair, and maintenance, 

manufacturing, shipbuilding and marine 

repair, railroad, mining and quarrying, 

cement kilns; and related industries.  

With its headquarters in Kansas City, 

Kansas, the International Brotherhood of 

Boilermakers unites over 250 local 

lodges throughout North America, 

providing numerous services for local 

lodges and individual members and 

uniting all our members in our common 

endeavor to improve the lives and 

lifestyles of our members. 
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RESTORATION OF 5000 TO LIVE STEAM 

A ONCE IN A LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY IS HERE! 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

joins 

 

FIFTY HUNDRED TEAM: 

 

Quality education is our first priority, we believe that having a good foundation of the fundamentals of 
blacksmithing enables the student to succeed and be able to advance further.  This is a clean and extremely well 
equipped facility, hand built by the instructors, with the student in mind. 

 
 
 

 
 

FORGERY SCHOOL OF 
BLACKSMITHING          

A DIVISION OF Gõ TOOLS 
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RESTORATION OF 5000 TO LIVE STEAM 

A ONCE IN A LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY IS HERE!  

 
 

  

 

 

 

               

joins 

 

FIFTY HUNDRED TEAM: 
 

Teague Construction Inc. has been doing business in the Amarillo area since 1985.  Teague Construction Inc. is 
committed to providing our customers with the very best in products and services for their home or business. 

 
Teague Construction Inc. specializes in residential and commercial remodeling, repair, and custom fabrication. 

     
 
 
 
 

 

Sam Teague                             

 806-674-0472                        

 
                                 

                                                                                                                                                     

      We Provide the Following Servicesé 
   Remodel Private Homes 
   Remodel Commercial Buildings 
   Repairs to Private and Commercial Buildings 
   Bi-Fold Hangar Doors   
   Custom Cabinetry and Woodwork 
   Large or Small Projects   

  Teague  Construction Inc. 
     Professional Remodeling and Custom Woodwork 
 

     steague5000@gmail.com                     www.teagueconstruct.com   
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RESTORATION OF 5000 TO LIVE STEAM 

A ONCE IN A LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY IS HERE! 
 

 
Locomotive 5000 Restoration Procedure 

 
 
 

1. Ascertain materials needed for restoration. 

2. Make report of any missing parts. 

3. Asbestos Abatement – Boiler Jacket removal and only  

necessary parts removed to facilitate asbestos abatement. 

4. Wash-out front end and firebox. 

5. Disconnect Tender. 

A. Sand blast exterior and tank interiors. 

B. Prime interior and exterior 

C. check frame for needed repairs 

D. Check decking for needed repairs 

E. Overhaul tender trucks 

 

6. Remove all pipes, gauges and boiler mountings 

7. Check condition of main, side rods and valve gear. 

8. Repair or replace all pipes around boiler and boiler mountings. 

9. Check condition of wheels, driving boxes and binders.  repair/ 

replace as needed. 
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RESTORATION OF 5000 TO LIVE STEAM 

A ONCE IN A LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY IS HERE! 
 

 

Locomotive 5000 Restoration Procedure 

 
 

 

 

10. Remove all parts not previously removed. 

11. Inspect all cylinder bushings, valve chamber bushings, main  

frames and boiler to determine the exact extent and nature of  

repairs required. 

12. See that pedestal binders  are properly repaired and fitted 

13. the spring and brake rigging is erected at the proper time. 

14. Shoe and wedges are laid off properly. 

15. Machine driving boxes and fitted to the driving wheels. 

16. Bore cylinders and valve bushings 

17. Install new or repaired piping on entire boiler 

18. Make boiler ready for water tests 

19. Install new lagging to boiler. 

20. Apply boiler jacket. 

21. Set safety valves. 

22. Fill tender with water and oil 

23. Trial runs 

24. Final Adjustments 
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You are invited to join the 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
To Join: 
Make check payable to R.A.P.S. 
3440 Bell St. Suite 320 
Amarillo, TX. 79109 
 
Please Include the following required Information: 
 
Name: 
Address: 
City:  
State:  
Zip: 
Email address: 
 
 
To Join Online: 
railroadartifactpreservation.org 
 

 

Membership Benefits: 

Member Only Discounts on 

5000 Merchandise including 

FIFTY HUNDRED TEAM 

HATS/SHIRTS 

Access to Restoration 

Activities, Special Events, 

Safety Training, Technical Data 

and Digital Archives. 

Subscription to, “FIFTY 

HUNDRED TEAM NEWS”, sent 

to you quarterly by email. 
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3440 Bell St. Suite 320, Amarillo, TX., 79109 

806-674-0472 

www.railroadartifactpreservation.org 

 


